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Public Affairs Review and Forward Plan 

Purpose of Report 

 
To update the Board on public affairs activity over the last two months and review 
forthcoming priorities. 

Summary 

 

An update on legislative and campaign work over the last two months, and public affairs 
forward plan. 
 
Leadership Board requested that information about European lobbying activity be included in 
future reports. Following discussion at the last Leadership Board a new way forward was 
agreed. Once in place, joint reports will be submitted. 
 
 

 

Recommendation 

That the Leadership Board notes the content of the plan. 

Action 

For Information. 

 

 

Contact officer: David Holdstock 

Position: Director of Communications 

Phone no: 020 7664 3212 

E-mail: david.holdstock@local.gov.uk 
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Public Affairs and Campaigns review 
 

Parliamentary activity   
 
1. Growth and Infrastructure Bill  

 
We briefed parliamentarians on the Bill’s Second Reading in the House of Commons on 6 
November. The Bill received its second reading by 305 votes to 213, giving the government a 
majority of 92. The Bill then moved into Committee Stage, commencing 13 November when 
Councillor Mike Jones, supported by LGA Head of Programmes Paul Raynes, gave oral 
evidence as representatives of the LGA, highlighting concerns about the legislation but 
stressing the desire to see a constructive relationship between local and central government 
when it comes to stimulating the economy. Engagement has continued through meetings 
and briefings for the Committee members on the individual clauses and the LGA is also 
looking to table new clauses which can drive economic growth. House of Commons 
Committee stage was due to finish on 6 December. 

 
2. Scrap Metal Dealers Bill 
  
MPs debated the Scrap Metal Dealers Bill in committee during the week commencing 12 
November.  We briefed in support of the Bill ahead of the debate, and were able to assist in 
ensuring that the Bill successfully passed its committee stages.  A new sunset clause was 
added to the Bill, meaning that the Bill will be reviewed after three years and will expire after 
five years.  The Bill progressed immediately to Third Reading and was due to receive its 
Second Reading in the House of Lords on 30th November. 
 
3. Draft Local Audit Bill  
 
We have been working with parliamentarians to highlight some of the challenges facing our 
members should the draft Local Audit Bill be taken forward. Our Chief Executive Carolyn 
Downs gave oral evidence to the Committee to develop the arguments made in the LGA’s 
written submission (further details on this are available in the Select Committee section). The 
Committee is due to publish its recommendations on the 20 December 2012. 
 
4. Draft Social Care Bill   
 
The joint committee for pre legislative scrutiny of the draft Bill has been announced.  Having 
responded to the draft Bill, we are looking to meet with MPs and Peers on the committee to 
discuss our key issues on the Bill as this joint scrutiny progresses. 
 
5. Public Service Pensions Bill  
 
The Public Service Pensions Bill continued its Committee Stage in the House on 20 and 22 
November. The LGA and trade unions reached agreement on and submitted to government 
at the end of July a set of proposals covering the future governance and cost management of 
the Local Government Pension Scheme (LGPS). As outlined during our evidence session, 
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the LGA, in agreement with the unions involved in the project, considered that certain areas 
of the Bill require clarification and amendment and the LGA will be working with the unions 
on certain amendments. The Bill was due to progress to its Report Stage and Third Reading 
on 4 December 2012 before it progresses to the House of Lords (date tbc). 
 
6. Pre-legislative scrutiny of the draft Children and Families Bill  
 
Draft clauses of the draft Children and Families Bill have been published and have been 
considered by three different Select Committees. The SEN provisions are being considered 
by the Education Select Committee and the LGA submitted written evidence to this inquiry. 
The Family Justice Review provisions are being considered by the Justice Select Committee 
and the LGA wrote in support of the Association of Directors of Children’s Services (ADCS) 
submission to the Committee. The LGA has also been engaging with the House of Lords 
Select Committee on Adoption Legislation, including on the draft adoption clauses of the Bill, 
providing both written and oral evidence to the Committee. The Bill is expected to be 
published in full in the New Year and the Committees are expected to report at the end of 
December/early January.  

 
7. Lords debate planning reforms  
 
Peers were briefed ahead of a debate held in the House of Lords on 5 November on the 
Government’s current planning policies. There was strong support from across the chamber 
for LGA concerns, particularly in relation to the Growth and Infrastructure Bill, which can be 
utilised when the legislation enters the Lords after Christmas. 

 
8. Lords debate social care  
 
We briefed Peers ahead of a debate held in the House of Lords on 29 November on local 
authority funding and social care.  The briefing argued that social care funding must be seen 
in the wider context of funding for local government as a whole and highlighted our Show Us 
You Care campaign and our key concerns were raised by a number of peers.   
 
9. Town and Country Planning (fees for Applications, Deemed Applications, 

requests and Site Visits) (England) regulations 2012  
 
The LGA briefed parliamentarians ahead of a debate in the House of Lords on 6 November 
where peers considered the Government latest increases to planning fees. While welcomed, 
the LGA continues to call for localisation of planning fees to allow full cost recovery.   

 
10. Lords debate Olympic and Paralympic Legacy  
 
On 8 November, Members of the House of Lords debated the long-term legacy for the UK 
from the Olympic and Paralympic Games. The Motion, moved by Baroness Doocey, saw her 
ask about the sustainability of legacy to local communities and whether opportunities really 
were for local people. We briefed Peers ahead of the debate, outlining work by local 
authorities and the LGA to ensure the legacy of the Games.  
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11. House of Commons Debate on Child Sexual Exploitation 
 
On 13 November, MPs debated the issue of child sexual exploitation in a Backbench 
Business debate. Nicola Blackwood MP (Oxford West and Abingdon, Conservative) tabled 
the debate to discuss ‘how we can get better support and justice for victims’. MPs were 
briefed ahead of the debate highlighting some of the key issues. It also outlined how the LGA 
and the Children’s Improvement Board (CIB) are offering councils a range of practical 
support and we will continue to ensure the very best work and expertise that exists on 
preventing child exploitation and tracking down perpetrators is shared across the country. 
 

 
 

Select and Bill Committee evidence sessions 
 
12. Education Select Committee  
 
On 31 October, Cllr David Simmonds gave evidence on behalf of the LGA alongside London 
Councils, Trafford Council and Prospects to the Education Select Committee’s inquiry into 
careers education. The session explored careers guidance for young people, in the light of 
the new statutory duty on schools to secure access to independent and impartial careers 
guidance for their pupils in years 9-11 from September 2012. Cllr Simmonds emphasised 
how local authorities were supporting schools to take on the new duty, as well as highlighting 
the barriers facing councils and schools, not least, the issue of funding.  
 
13. Public Service Pensions Bill 
 
In November, Senior Pensions Adviser, Jeff Houston, gave oral evidence to the 
Parliamentary Bill Committee. This enabled us to raise some of our concerns with the Bill 
and respond to Committee Members’ questions. 
 
14. Draft Local Audit Bill  
 
Our Chief Executive Carolyn Downs gave evidence to the Parliamentary Select Committee 
scrutinising the draft Local Audit Bill. This allowed us to raise local government’s concerns 
about some of the proposals in the draft Bill. This includes concerns about the proposed 
requirement on all councils to appoint an independent audit panel to recommend audit 
appointments; the proposed remit of the NAO which would enable it to undertake studies into 
‘improvement’ in local government, potentially duplicating our role; and councils' concerns 
that audit fees could rise once the existing contracts come to an end.  

 
15. EFRA Select Committee on rural communities 
 
Councillor Keith House provided oral evidence to the EFRA Select Committee’s inquiry into 
rural communities.  His contribution highlighted the barriers to rural growth, the crucial role of 
councils in overcoming these, the need for rural areas to be given the same opportunities as 
cities to negotiate their own deals to support development and the importance of moving 
further and fully localising business rates. His evidence also re-emphasised concerns that 
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the Growth and Infrastructure Bill is a missed opportunity to empower local areas to drive 
economic growth.  
 
16. CLG Select Committee on public health  
 
In November Cllr Steve Bedser gave oral evidence to the Communities and Local 
Government Select Committee on the role of local authorities in health issues.  On a panel 
alongside representatives from the Royal College of Nursing, District Councils Network, the 
University of the West of England, and the British Medical Association Cllr Bedser outlined 
our position that local government has consistently supported the transfer of public health to 
councils and the vast majority of local areas are on course for a successful transfer by April 
2013, but that local authorities need confirmation of the funding as soon as possible. 
 
17. Health Select Committee on public expenditure 
 
Councillor David Rogers OBE gave evidence as the committee discussed the capacity of the 
NHS and social care services to achieve the efficiency savings they had been set.  In both 
areas, it was suggested that savings achieved in the last year were unsustainable, with 
warnings that there would have to be substantial remodelling of frontline service delivery. 
 

 

Campaigns  
 
18. Show Us You Care:  
 

18.1. Following the publication of the Government’s White Paper (our objective for 
phase one of the campaign) and draft Social Care Bill the campaign was 
restructured and now focuses on asking Government to tackle the current 
funding gap alongside legislative reform.  

 
18.2. As part of the Autumn series of Smith Square debates, the Show Us You Care 

debate asked “Time for the Chancellor to show us the money?” and provoked a 
real difference of opinion from our panel members, including the Chair Andrea 
Sutcliffe from SCIE.  The panel comprised Richard Humphries from the King’s 
Fund; Naomi Snell from Partnership; Dr Samantha Callan from Centre for 
Social Justice; and Cllr David Rogers. 

 
18.3. We have produced a pack to help councils campaign in their local areas, 

including a template press release and letter to MPs. 
 

18.4. We have also issued a “call to arms” asking councils to sign up to our campaign 
and demonstrate their support. 

 
18.5. We are asking members who are tweeting about their support of our campaign 

to use the hashtag #lgcares. 
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18.6. We have launched a Show Us You Care advent calendar which illustrates why 
this crisis will dramatically affect the look of local areas and the wellbeing of 
those who live in them.  

 
18.7. This is available on our website and has been circulated to LGA bulletin lists.  It 

has also been promoted to all MPs and Peers. 
 

18.8. This activity aims to keep up the momentum of the campaign over the 
December period into the New Year. 

 
19. Growth:  
 

19.1. Campaigning activity continues on and around the Growth and Infrastructure 
Bill (see ‘Parliamentary Activity’) 

 
19.2. Briefing material is being prepared for Vice-Presidents ahead of the Autumn 

Statement to inform the debates in both Houses of Parliament 
 

19.3. Parliamentarians, including Vice-Presidents, were briefed on the LGA response 
to the Heseltine Review. 

 
19.4. As part of the Autumn Series of Smith Square debates, a session on economic 

growth was held entitled “Release the potential – Should we empower local 
government to really turn the tide on growth?” Substantial debate ensued with 
interest from a largely local government audience. Panellists included Cllr Sir 
Merrick Cockell, Lord Shipley OBE (Liberal Democrat, Government Cities 
Adviser), Dr Adam Marshall (Director of Policy, British Chambers of Commerce) 
and Will Straw (Associate Director for Globalisation and Climate Change, 
IPPR). 

 
19.5. The LGA submitted evidence to the All Party Parliamentary Group on Local 

Growth’s inquiry into quick wins the Chancellor should consider ahead of the 
Autumn Statement. The resulted report championed a number of our asks, 
including giving local authorities greater freedom on housing borrowing. 

 
19.6. The LGA ask to remove the housing borrowing cap was also publicised through 

the launch of an LGA report, with the National Federation of ALMOs, which 
demonstrated that local government could deliver a further 60,000 homes if the 
borrowing cap was removed. Briefing on the report has been shared with LGA 
Vice-Presidents. 

 
19.7. The Communities and Local Government Select Committee has launched an 

inquiry into the Private Rented Sector, which we responded to with a written 
submission before the January deadline. An invitation to offer oral evidence is 
expected.  

 
19.8. We have undertaken research, in collaboration with the Association of 

Convenience Stores, into the economic impact utility street works have on small 
high street businesses. This research will be launched in Parliament on 12 
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December, with an invitation to utility companies to meet us work together on 
improving standards. 

 
 
20. Hidden Talents:  
 

20.1. Work is continuing to highlight the message of local authorities’ role in 
supporting the most disengaged young people. 

 
20.2. Ongoing meetings with Parliamentarians to tell them about the campaign.  

 
20.3. In September 2012, research on graduate unemployment was published 

looking at the geography of disengaged graduates and we submitted written 
evidence referencing our Hidden Talents work to the Education Select 
Committee’s inquiry into careers guidance for young people.  

 
20.4. At the beginning of October, we held a roundtable with local authorities to test 

and develop new propositions and to hear and share best local practice. This 
evidence will feed into the next stage of the campaign, providing a firm 
evidence base to present to government.  We also held a session on Hidden 
Talents at the National Adult and Children’s Services Conference. 

 
20.5. We published a careers guidance report, showing how councils are supporting 

schools with the transition of the duty to provide careers guidance as well as 
highlighting how local authorities are working with vulnerable groups.  We also 
provided oral evidence to the Education Select Committee inquiry into careers 
education.  

 
20.6. In December 2012, we are hosting a conference on councils’ role in education, 

which will include information on Hidden Talents.  
 

20.7. Next year, we are publishing a report providing the evidence base for our 
recommendations, including a more specific set of propositions and analysis 
produced for us by the Centre for Economic and Social Inclusion on the 
success rate of national schemes, outlining the cost per person. 

 
20.8. In February 2013, we are hosting a joint conference with the CBI on 

unemployment.  
 

21. Independent Local Government:  
 

21.1. Graham Allen MP, chair of the Political and Constitutional Reform Select 
Committee, led a Westminster Hall debate on local government independence. 
During the debate he highlighted how the Political and Constitutional Reform 
Committee had commissioned a draft statutory code to manage relations 
between central and local government. He also highlighted the important work 
the LGA was performing in this area. 
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21.2. LGA officers are writing a paper to highlight to Ministers, parliamentarians and 
the public to highlight how granting local government greater independence will 
enable councils to help improve people’s lives. 

 
21.3. The Political and Constitutional Reform Select Committee is due to publish its 

report on the codification of relations between central and local government in 
January 2013. 

   
22. Stakeholder management  

 
22.1. Regular briefing sessions with MPs and Peers as part of parliamentary work 

outlined above; 
 
22.2. Supporting the activities of LGA Vice-Presidents in Parliament in line with 

2012/13 Business Plan priorities and campaigns; 
 

22.3. Political contact programme for Chairman and Chief Executive as required; 
 

22.4. Political contact programme for Board Chairs and LGA officers as required; 
 

22.5. The LGA’s researchers’ reception was held in early December; 
 

22.6. The LGA’s Annual Parliamentary reception will be held in February; 
 

22.7. Planning is underway for the Spring series of Smith Square Debates 
 

22.8. Clive Betts MP, Chair of the Communities and Local Government Select 
Committee, has agreed to speak at the launch of the Parliamentary Outreach 
service for local authorities, which the LGA is hosting early in February 2013 
and he will also be given a demonstration of LG Inform which goes live to the 
public in 2013. 

 
23. Marketing  
 

23.1. Updated ‘guide to services’ for 2012/13; 
 
23.2. Promotion of online offer including LG Inform and Knowledge Hub; 

 
23.3. Continued promotion of sector-led improvement (cross programme); 

 
23.4. Support to programmes; 

 
23.5. Brand management – the reputation of the LGA, with particular focus on 

promotional activity; 
 

23.6. Marketing support for LGA campaigns. 
 
24. Priorities for next three months 
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24.1.    Ongoing lobbying support for delivery of 2012/13 Business Plan priorities; 
 
24.2. Legislative work on priority Bills as agreed by the Leadership Board, including 

Growth and Infrastructure Bill; Public Service Pensions Bill; Scrap Metal 
Dealer’s Bill; draft Social Care Bill; draft Local Audit Bill.  We are also awaiting 
the publication of the Children and Families Bill and the Anti-Social Behaviour 
Bill. 

 
24.3. Lobbying on LGA campaigns, as agreed by Leadership Board. 
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Public Affairs and Campaigns forward plan 
 

Month:  December January February 

External events 5th Autumn Statement  
 
19th Local Government Finance 
Settlement (tbc) 

Political and Constitutional Reform Select 
Committee due to publish its report into 
codifying the relationship between central 
and local government. 
 

5th LGA hosting launch of Parliamentary 
Outreach service for local authorities 
 

Public affairs 
events 

6th LGA researcher’s reception 
 
12th Smith Square debate on the 
councils of the future 
  
12th Parliamentary launch of LGA 
research on utility street works and their 
impact on high street businesses 
 
5th LGA presenting at Housing and 
Planning All Party Parliamentary Group 
meeting on the Growth and 
Infrastructure Bill (tbc)  
 
LGA oral evidence to CLG Select 
Committee inquiry into the 
implementation of welfare reform.  

Evidence to CLG Select Committee on 
Private Rented Sector 
 
Possible roundtable with third party 
organisations on SEN provisions of the 
Children and Families Bill (tbc) 

LGA annual parliamentary reception 
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Legislation  Growth and Infrastructure Bill final 
committee and remaining Commons 
stages  
 
Expected publication of Anti-Social 
Behaviour Bill 
 
The ad hoc Committee scrutinising the 
draft Local Audit Bill is expected to 
publish its report on the 20 Dec 2012.  
 
Public Service Pensions Bill expected 
to enter the House of Lords (tbc) 
 
Education Select Committee expected 
to report on its pre-legislative scrutiny of 
the SEN clauses of the Children and 
Families Bill 
 
House of Lords Select Committee on 
Adoption Legislation expected to report 
ahead of the Children and Families Bill.  

Scrap Metal Dealer’s Bill House of Lords 
committee stages 
 
Expected pre legislative scrutiny of the 
draft Social Care Bill 
 
Growth and Infrastructure Bill expected 
to enter the Lords  
 
Children and Families expected to be 
published (tbc)  
 

Children and Families expected to be 
published (tbc)  
 

Campaigns  Show Us You Care advent calendar 
 
LGA growth report, authored in 
association with Tony Travers (LSE) to 
be launched 

Hidden Talents report to be published Hidden Talents CESI analysis of the 
outcomes of national schemes 

 


